



Pilton, Stoke Doyle & Wadenhoe Parish Council Meeting
 held at Wadenhoe Village Hall

Monday 13th March 2023 at 7.00pm


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
Please note all minutes are Draft and are approved at the next meeting.


In attendance: Karen Pollock (Chair) (KP), Jon Jones (JJ), Richard Lea (RL)  Richard Jones (RJ), John Gent (JG), Gill Williams (GW), Carew Treffgarne (CT) and Hanneke Soans (Clerk) (HS).

58. Public Forum: Members of the public invited to speak after which the Public Forum will be closed for the remainder of the meeting.
	
59. Apologies	
Cllr Corker and Cllr Lee gave apologies which were accepted.

60. Declarations of Interest
None.

61.  Minutes to be approved of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th January 2023
Minutes from the previous meeting were agreed and accepted.
  
62. Planning
NE/22/01456/FUL – Installation of solar panels within the Lilford Hall Estate.
CT had circulated a draft response to this application for a solar panel installation to provide heating for the Hall. This will be located on the remains of the WW2 hospital and will not be visible from Pilton or Lilford. 
Concerns were raised about adequate tree protection and ecological assessment, but overall there was no objection.
								ACTION: NO OBJECTION

NE/22/01411/FUL Installation of a ground mounted solar development on the land adjacent to  Fox Holes Farm, Titchmarsh.
It was agreed to submit CT’s draft response objecting to the proposed loss of ‘Best & Most Versatile’ agricultural land.

							ACTION:  OBJECTION

NE/22/00151/FUL – Hybrid Planning Application at Land East of Haldens Parkway, Thrapston.
The latest Traffic Assessments do not cover the impact on the A605 between the A1 and the A14 sufficiently. It was agreed to submit a further response.

							ACTION:  OBJECTION

63. Update on the STAUNCH Campaign 
Cllr Treffgarne said that there had been a zoom meeting with Parish Councils to bring them up to speed with the campaign. Also an ‘objection pro forma’ has been produced for people to complete. STAUNCH have gained a great deal of support from Thrapston Town Council. 

64. Highway Issues in Wadenhoe 
A response was received from Sarah Barnwell which has been circulated to Councillors by email. Highways have agreed to put 20 mph signs under the existing 30 mph signs but there are no signs at present.
It was reported that proposed double yellow lines down Mill Lane would not be acceptable to the majority of residents. It was agreed that piecemeal solutions will not work, and that an assessment should be made of the views of the village as a whole. The Clerk was requested to ask for progress on the Highways Engineer’s visit to assess the verges.
						ACTION: Clerk
		
Traffic monitoring has appeared in Stoke Doyle near Manor Farm, but Stoke Doyle Councillors did not know who instigated this.


65. To propose  changing  the date of the May Parish Meeting because of the  Kings Coronation
The original date of 8th May is now a Bank Holiday and therefore the meeting will move to 16th May. 
						ACTION: Clerk to book village hall for 16th May

66. To consider writing to the Environment Agency about river use in Wadenhoe
Following a discussion about water quality, the dangers to swimmers from pleasure boats and the erosion of the river bank; it was agreed that we should to write to the Environment Agency to request water testing and better protection of wildlife.
						ACTION: Cllr Williams to draft a letter

67. To receive an update on the changes to Planning at NNC
After carrying out an assessment of its current planning process, NNC have decided to cut down its Planning Committees from five to two. It was pointed out at the ZOOM meeting with NNC that their decision to only refer issues relating to 10 or more houses to Committee would be detrimental to small villages, where smaller development proposals can have a major impact.

68. To receive a report on the proposed Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
At a meeting with Parish Councils, CPRE and Nene Rivers Trust (which KL, CC, GW & CT had attended), it was agreed that the focus on the Upper Nene Valley should be extended to the wider North Northamptonshire area. A discussion document will be written in order to get more Parish Councils interested.

69. Finances

	Clerk’s Salary 
	£179.73 February & £179.73 March

	
	



70. Items for report only
The Local Plan Part 2 has been issued for consultation.  We can only respond to the new sections and not repeat the points we raised in 2018. The implication is that Neighbourhood Plans will carry more weight in future which means that we should
 re-visit and revise our Village Design Statement later this year. 


The Meeting ended at 8.10pm

	
Next meeting:  16th May 2023
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