



Pilton, Stoke Doyle & Wadenhoe Parish Council Meeting
 held at Wadenhoe Village Hall

Monday 3rd July 2023

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Please note all Minutes are Draft and are approved at the next meeting.

In attendance: Karen Pollock (Chair) (KP), Gill Williams (GW), Richard Lea (RL), John Gent (JG) Carew Treffgarne (CT), Richard Jones (RJ), (Carolyn Corker (CC) and Hanneke Soans (Clerk) (HS).

16. Public Forum: Members of the public are invited to speak after which the Public Forum will be closed for remainder of the meeting.

17. Apologies
Cllr Jon Jones & Cllr Kevin Lee gave apologies which were accepted.

18. Declarations of interest
None.

19. Minutes to be approved of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th May 2023.
The minutes from the previous meeting on 16th May 2023 were agreed and accepted.
Cllr Gent expressed thanks to the Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk for all their work during the previous council year.
The Clerk reported that the cheque for the renewal of our annual insurance had been sent off with cover continued.
The potholes on Stoke Doyle Road with traffic lights around them was raised again as they have been there for months. It was agreed to log this onto Fix My Street.
											ACTION: Clerk.
 
20.  Wadenhoe Signage & Highways Issues
Cllr Corker gave an update on signage & highways issues:-
· 20mph Advisory Speed Signs 
We are still awaiting the requested 6x speed signs to be hung below each of the 30mph signs on the three road entrances to Wadenhoe, as agreed at the meeting with Highways last year.
ACTION: Clerk to ask the Community Liaison Officer for installation date.

· Replacement of Dead-End Sign at junction between Church Street/Main Street 
Photographs of existing dead-end signs were circulated. It was agreed that the best option would be to renew the existing dead-end sign at the top of Church Street. This would be more visible to drivers given that the existing one is bent and faded. 
ACTION: CC to draft a request to Highways
· Village Finger Post
It was noted that this needs replacing because the timber on one of them is rotten, and the other one on the upright needs securing into place. Both need repainting using the existing lettering. 
ACTION: CT to approach a local contractor for a quotation					
It was noted that granite sets have been installed opposite the Old Rectory next to a side entrance gate to Wadenhoe House. This work is understood to have been paid for by private individuals. Although Councillors have been trying   for some years to get the gap in the kerbstones filled, PSDW was not informed by Highways that the work was going ahead. Concern was raised that topiary bushes have been planted along the verge which could set a precedent. 
ACTION: Clerk to send photos to Sarah Barnwell at Highways and query the planting.
ACTION: CT agreed to draft a letter to Highways asking why PSDW was not officially informed about the road works in Pilton Road.


21. Summer Visitors to Wadenhoe 
It was observed that there have been fewer visitors and related parking and litter issues than in previous years. However, given that the school summer holidays have yet to begin, litter and parking will continue to be monitored and recorded by Councillors.
									ACTION: CC & GW.
Update on PSDW action:-
· Leafleting
Placing parking notices on cars parked inconsiderately has been going well, with help from residents.
· Extra refuse collections
NNC needs evidence before agreeing to any additional collections. Photographs of litter need to be taken and sent to NNC Waste Collection Services
ACTION: GW & Clerk.
· BBQ signs
GW reported concern about the use of disposable BBQs in the village.
ACTION: GW to ask Village Hall Committee to renew ‘NO BBQs’ signage in its car park.

.
22.  Ward Boundaries Consultation
The Boundary Commission is proposing to change the boundaries of the ward within which PSDW sits. Given our close dependence on Oundle for access to facilities and services, PSDW would prefer to move from the Thrapston ward to Oundle, with new names: ‘Upper Nene Valley North’ proposed for the Oundle Ward, and ‘Upper Nene Valley South’ proposed for the Thrapston Ward. 
ACTION: CC & RL to circulate PSDW’s draft response for approval by Councillors before submission to the Boundary Commission for England.

23.  To receive details of a Highways Drop-in event at Oundle Library on 18th July 2023 
It was agreed that the Clerk and CT would go to the event at Oundle Library on 18th July. KP would also try and attend.

24. To receive an update on STAUNCH & AONB Strategy 
CT gave an update on the STAUNCH campaign and the AONB strategy as the two are linked. An application for AONB status for North Northamptonshire is the long term objective. STAUNCH organised a very successful Open Gardens Fundraising event in June and is continuing to raise objections to the two warehouse proposals.
There are also two solar farm applications underway near Foxholes Farm, Titchmarsh and south of Wood Lodge Farm, Huntingdon Road, Thrapston.
 
25.  Vegetation on Lilford Bridges
It was noted that the Sycamore tree growing out of one of the bridges has been cut back by Highways as requested. However, there is further vegetation on both bridges which needs cutting back and spraying.
ACTION: Clerk to log this onto Fix My Street.

26. To agree payment of NNC waste bin invoice
Following an investigation by the Clerk it was established that this invoice had been sent to PSDW in error and so was no longer payable by the Parish Council.

27. Planning Applications
None.

28. Finances   
The payments below were agreed for payment.
	Clerk’s Salary June/July
	£179.73 June & £179.73 July

	NNC additional bin collections
	£75.00 (no longer due - NNC error)

	Renewal of insurance (already submitted)
	£365.00

	HMRC 
	£134.60

	Pension Enrolment Jon Essam
	£50.00



Other Matters for Report Only
· As discussed previously, GW has drafted a letter from PSDW to the Environment Agency about increased boat traffic on the river and concerns for wildlife as river use increases.

· CC has cleaned the Wadenhoe War Memorial but said there is some repair work that needs to be undertaken. 

· After PSDW’s letter to Places for People Housing Association, CC has heard from residents in Glebe Court that surveys have been carried out to see what improvements are needed. HS agreed to ask Places for People for an update on progress with reviewing the heating system.

· CT & CC attended a CPRE Roadshow on 22nd June focussing on forthcoming changes to the planning system.

· CC reported that the red telephone box in Wadenhoe needs attention. HS agreed to search for a contact in BT.

· It was reported that a number of Councillors were intending to go to the Village Hall AGM on 11th July.

Next meeting:  11th September 2023
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