


Pilton, Stoke Doyle & Wadenhoe Parish Council Meeting
 held at Wadenhoe Village Hall

Monday 11th March 2024

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Please note all Minutes are Draft and are approved at the next meeting.

In attendance: Karen Pollock (Chair) (KP), Richard Lea (RL), Carew Treffgarne (CT), Kevin Lee (KL), Carolyn Corker (CC), Richard Jones (RJ), John Gent (JG).
Public Forum: Stephen Hall, Chair Wadenhoe Trust.

74. Public Forum
Stephen Hall made a statement on behalf of the Wadenhoe Trust about the damage to the verges on Aldwincle Road and the Old Drift Road on 26th February. He and the Trust Manager, Paul Goldsmith, have inspected the damage and have spoken to the tenant farmer, who had instructed the contractor to cut the hedges. The farmer accepts that this was wrong (given the state of the verges after so much rainfall). The Wadenhoe Trust acknowledges that this was wrong, even though they were not involved in the decision. The farmer has agreed to repair the damage when the weather is favourable. John Gent, in his capacity as Trustee farming adviser, has agreed to discuss the method and equipment that will be used to repair the verges with the farmer concerned.
Stephen Hall then left the meeting.

    75. Apologies
Gill Williams, Jon Jones.
 
76. Declarations of interest
John Gent regarding item 86 (Oundle Feoffee) & Item 87 (Wadenhoe Trustee).

77. Minutes to be approved of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 8th January 
After the date of Hanneke Soans’s original appointment as Clerk was corrected to 2018 (Item 68) and the acronym NCALC was corrected (Item 70); the minutes were approved.
										
78. Matters Arising from 8th January Minutes
Item 66 – Councillor Carolyn Corker reported that she had succeeded in making 
contact with Places for People (the Glebe Court Housing Association) - only to discover that there is a new Area Manager with whom she will have to communicate in order to get an up-date on the situation.
 
79. To discuss the temporary arrangements for handling Clerk Business 
In her temporary capacity as Interim Clerk, CT said that the circulation of PSDW correspondence each week is manageable but she needs help with the preparation of the Annual Governance and Accountability Review (AGAR). Karen Pollock has approached Nicki Phillips (Parish Clerk at neighbouring LWTA ) who is willing to help prepare the accounts for auditing. 
CT said that about 15 Parish Clerks in the area had been approached about the vacancy and the advertisement is currently on the NCALC website. If there are no applicants by the end of this month, we shall have to re-advertise. She expressed thanks to Councillors Richard Lea and Carolyn Corker for help with the revised job description and draft contract.
CT alerted Councillors to the requirement to change our domain name to psdw-pc@ gov.uk. Councillors will need to decide whether they wish to also change to this domain for their conduct of Council business.
The Chair and all Councillors present thanked CT for temporarily taking on the administration of PSDW business.

80. To consider PSDW’s involvement in the commemoration of the D Day landing (6th June) 
All Parish Councils have been requested to celebrate this important anniversary. It was agreed that Wadenhoe Trust should be approached to see whether they would be prepared to organise a bonfire celebration similar to what was organised for the late Queen’s Jubilee.
									ACTION: CT
 
81. To receive an up-date on the replacement of Pilton’s waste bin and community bench
CT said that following the car crash into Pilton’s noticeboard, waste bin and bench on 3rd February, the waste bin and bench have been destroyed. Even though the bench had originally been installed by ENC, NNC now consider it to be a PSDW asset. The Chair explained that none of our community assets are covered by our insurance because of the high premium involved, but it was agreed that this could be reviewed by Councillors when the policy comes up for renewal.
CT reported that NNC had replaced the bin and that an application for funding for the replacement of the bench had been made through the Members’ Empowerment Fund, courtesy of our Ward Councillors Wendy & David Brackenbury. Councillor Kevin Lee agreed to make arrangements for the removal of the damaged bench and would advise on its installation.						
ACTION: KL & CT

82. To receive a report on the Highways (Kier) Consultation on 5th March
Councillor Carolyn Corker reported on the highways issues discussed with Andy Leighton (Senior Community & Stakeholder Officer, Kier Transportation) at the Highways Consultation for Parish Councils last week. There is no budget at the moment for verge maintenance and repair unless there is a safety issue. Potholes are only repaired when they are deemed to be a safety hazard because they are at least 50mm (2”) deep.
Verges in Wadenhoe are in a bad way in all our villages but they are particularly bad in Wadenhoe. CC produced 9 photos to illustrate the extent of the problem on Church Street, Mill Lane and Pilton Road. The installation of granite sets on the Wadenhoe House verge in Pilton Road has been highly effective in protecting the verge, but has had a knock on, adverse effect on the verge on the other side of the road. Mr Leighton agreed to speak to the Community Liaison Officer, Sarah Barnwell, about repairing and protecting this verge. 
Although these examples of damage could be reported to Fix My Street, there is a risk that the verges might not be repaired satisfactorily. Follow-up action could include:-
· Finding out how other villages are addressing the problem.
· Asking the Wadenhoe Trust for help/advice.
· Follow up with Highways at their next Parish Council Consultation.
CC also reported that Andy Leighton said low level planting on the verges is an option, but residents have to apply for a licence beforehand. He agreed to send a list of what plants are eligible.
Having received photos of the damage to the verges on the Aldwincle and Old Drift Roads, Andy Leighton said he would log this with Street Doctor.
Finally CC & CT asked to be informed about the outcome of the public consultations on restricted parking (double yellow lines) on Mill Lane and between the Lilford and Pilton bridges.
									ACTION: CC & CT
 
83. To discuss the need for defibrillators in Stoke Doyle & Pilton
Councillors from both parishes strongly supported this proposal. CT reported that there is a DHSC scheme for Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) with London Hearts as the chosen supplier. This matched funding grant scheme requires PSDW to raise £750 from other sources which DHSC will match on a ‘first come first served’ basis. The closing date is 21st September (or once all funding has been allocated). One option would be to approach NNC’s Community Funding Scheme when it re-opens in April to see if PSDW is eligible? It was agreed that LWTA Parish Council should be approached to find out about the installation of the electricity supply for their AED in the former phone box in Achurch. It was agreed that further First Responders’ training would need to be organised when the AEDs are installed.
									ACTION: CT, JJ & JG

84.  To receive a report on the biodiversity duty in planning applications
Councillor Gill Williams had prepared a short note on the Biodiversity Net Gain (Biodiversity Credit Scheme) requirement for new development proposals. CT said that CPRE had already identified difficulties with the use of the biodiversity metric tool that is used for calculating the Biodiversity Net Gain (eg in the latest documentation on hedgerows submitted by Newlands for NE/223/00151/FUL).  It was therefore decided that CT & GW should draft a letter to NNC to establish what measures are in place for assessing whether the metric has been applied correctly and what steps have been taken to ensure compliance.
								ACTION: CT & GW
85. Planning Applications 
NE/24/00196/TPO –Ash fell, Oundle Road, Pilton – Recommend Approval (Support)
NE/24/00197/TPO – Elm reduce to 4m monolith, Oundle Road, Pilton –Recommend Approval (support). Both these trees are on Merchant Venturers’ Land near the Bridges. 
								ACTION: CT
86. To receive an up-date from Councillor Gill Williams on the proposed housing development near Stoke Doyle Cemetery (NE/21/00742/FUL)
GW had represented PSDW at this NNC Planning Committee (North) meeting but despite our concern about the implications for increased traffic and heightened flood risk, the application was approved. It was also of concern that this application falls short of the Government’s affordable housing requirement.

87.  To discuss the damage done to the verges on the Aldwincle Road and the Old Drift Road Bridleway
Discussion of  this item was covered under the Public Forum (Item 74) and the Highways Consultation (Item 82).
88.  Report only
· CT said that NNC Planning Committee (North)’s consideration of the proposed B8 warehouse development (NE/22/00151) on 20th March has been postponed.
· Follow up to correspondence with Mr N. Hollands will be handled by Councillor Gill Williams when he returns from holiday.

Next meeting: 13th May 2024 at 7pm
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